
EmPower+ and PSEG/LIPA LMI incentive 
Coordination



BACKGROUND

Recent cross-state funding streams such as On-Budget, IRA HEAR, RGGI, 
and Sustainable Futures Program  have created an environment where 
the EmPower+ program and the PSEG Long Island Home 
Comfort/Home Performance Program have allowed stacking incentives 
of both programs on single projects. This has led to cumulative 
incentives that are much higher than anywhere else in NY. 

The launch of higher EmPower+ incentives in March 2026 spurred an 
effort by both programs to right size incentives across the programs so 
they will be equitable with other downstate incentives. 

NYSERDA and PSEG Long Island will institute an incentive stacking 
scheme on May 18, 2026 that would prioritize PSEG funding and use 
EmPower+ to provide additional incentives up to its downstate cap 
of $14,000.



CUSTOMER JOURNEY

1: PSEG Long Island Customer engages with PSEG Long Island Home 
Comfort/Home Performance Program and selects an eligible PSEG Long 
Island contractor who is also eligible to participate in EmPower+ .

2: PSEG Long Island customer wishes to install eligible equipment and 
PSEG Long Island Partner submits application to PSEG Long Island for 
pre-approval; A pre-approval letter must be received. 



CUSTOMER JOURNEY

3: Upon receipt of a pre-approval letter from PSEG Long Island, PSEG 
Long Island customer must apply directly to the NYSERDA EmPower+ 
Program and submit PSEG Long Island Pre-Approval letter 

· Partners may not apply on behalf of the customer 

· Customer must be either Low Income or Moderate Income according 
to NYSERDA’s definition 

4: Eligible PSEG Long Island customers will receive funding from PSEG 
Long Island, and then may be eligible for additional funding, up to a pre-
determined cap, from the NYSERDA EmPower+. This funding will 
include the predetermined amount for PSEGT customers as well as any 
IRA HEAR funding that the project is eligible for. 



PSEG LONG ISLAND PRE-APPROVAL LETTERS

To ensure you receive a pre-approval letter, 
you must indicate that the customer is 
intending on applying for EmPower+ 
funding in the portal.



PSEG LONG ISLAND PRE-APPROVAL LETTERS



PSEG LONG ISLAND INCOME DETERMINATION

Effective April 20th 2026, PSEG Long Island has adjusted the 
income categories to align with the NYS EE/BE Orders.

Low Income <60% AMI
Moderate Income >60% AMI & <80% AMI
Market Rate >80% AMI

2026 PSEG Long Island Income Guidelines



PSEG LONG ISLAND INCOME APPROVAL LETTERS LETTERS

IMPORTANT: Income approval letters do not replace Rebate Pre-
Approval letters; you must still submit for a pre-approval to ensure you 
can get the rebates at the current level.

We have adjusted language to ensure the letters are clear.



PSEG LONG ISLAND PROGRAM FAQ

PSEG Long Island Residential Weatherization program now has a rebate 
guideline stating

“Beginning with projects in 2026, customers may participate in the 
Home Performance with ENERGYSTAR Program once every two years”

 Customer applied in Feb 2025, can reapply in May 2026 for new 
measures or areas

X  Customer applied in March 2026, cannot reapply in May 2026 for new 
measures

We are encouraging contractors to provide whole home weatherization 
solutions.



PSEG LONG ISLAND PROGRAM FAQ

PSEG Long Island Heat Pump Water Heating Guidance 

Customers may apply for HPWHs either in combination with the Space 
Heating/Building Envelope application or alone through the Online 
application.

Rebates are $1,200 per HPWH



WHERE TO ADD UTILITY CONTRIBUTION IN NYHEP



REBATE SCENARIOS



REBATE SCENARIOS



REBATE SCENARIO



Questions?
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